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Zones & Subzones of Mendoza
Lujan de Cuyo
· Lujan de Cuyo department straddles the Mendoza River and is home to many well–known wineries such as Catena, Chandon, Norton, and Dominio del Plata.

· Malbec grows well here also, especially in the area called Lunlunta, but the Malbec has more red fruit character than dark fruit.

· There are some old Malbec vineyards here (like Mendel) because it is an older growing area than the Uco Valley due to its proximity to Mendoza City (20 minutes to the North).

Agrelo

· Agrelo is the district within LdC, and is known as the “Napa Valley” of Mendoza because it grows excellent Cabernet and other traditional Bordeaux varietals.

Ugarteche

· A district at the southern limit of Lujan de Cuyo department. 
· Known for very good, aromatic Malbec, with a warm, red fruit character. 
· It is a bit farther from the mountains and gets some more heat.
Maipu

· Altitude ranges from 600 to 700 meters above sea level. Lands are not very sloped, but yet deep.

· A good area for white wines, but Malbec is the most important varietal and the largest concentration of old vines.

· At the beginning of grape growing (100 years ago), Maipu was considered one of the coolest areas for grape growing. Rutini was one of the first to plant in Maipu.

· Maipu is really an historical area. Maipu extends to the east, so the most important aspect is the old vines located closer to the west.

Uco Valley

· This area covers the highest vineyards of the province: up to 1,400 meters above sea level. Tupungato, Tunuyán and San Carlos are located in this area.

· Vineyards in this are differ in temperature (amplitude), range of day/night and altitude/ solar radiation.

· Vines here generally enjoy longer hangtime before picking.
· Characterized by a top quality red and white wine production, wines grown in this region are suitable for prolonged ageing.
San Carlos: 2 different things:
· San Carlos is the name of the broader department that contains places like La Consulta district and Altamira sub-district.
· San Carlos is really the southern limit of the Uco Valley since it starts to get very cool down here.
· Soils are very stony and do well for Malbec and Tempranillo (O. Fournier makes a lot of Tempranillo there).

· We don’t usually talk about San Carlos as a region because the smaller districts are becoming better-known.
La Consulta
· Becoming the “it” district for cool-weather Malbec

· We call it the “Russian River Valley” climate for Malbec, producing darkly-colored, dark-fruit profile wines.

· Can also grow some great cool-weather Syrah (like Luca Laborde)
--Altamira
· A sub-district of La Consulta, known for Malbec and vineyards with VERY large boulders. Much closer to the Andes than in places like Agrelo, so the air is cooler and the views are spectacular.

 Tupungato

· Highest elevation district in the Uco Valley
· Stony soils and good pitch and drainage
· Can grow a range of great grapes including Malbec, Sauv Blanc, and Tempranillo (depending on yields)
Gualtallary

· This is the highest planted sub-district in Mendoza (~4,500 feet)

· Great for growing Burgundy varietals like Chard & Pinot (Luca)
Vista Flores

· Home of the Tikal vineyard and also Michel Rolland’s Clos de los Siete project.

· On the west side of Uco Valley with open exposure to the Andes, and a great place for growing Malbec and Syrah
Los Arboles

· A minor district in the Uco Valley that grows good Malbec

· Surprisingly can also grow some nice Cabernet, even though it is considered a cooler region.

 Eastern Mendoza
· Height ranges between 600 and 750 meters above sea level, and relief presents significant differences in terms of weather, soil and temperature range.

· In the areas near the city, soils are unable to drain water; while on the most eastern parts of the region (Santa Rosa and Rivadavia) the desert-like soils are sandy and do not retain water.
· Junin, Rivadavia, San Martín, La Paz y Santa Rosa are part of this region.

· Temperature range is quite wide, due to desert weather. All the wine varieties are cultivated in this region, but Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Chenin, Torrontés, Viognier, Sangiovese, Syarh, Bonarda and Tempranillo excel.
Rivadavia

· Department in Eastern Mendoza and home to the best old-vine (40+ years) Bonarda in Mendoza. 

· Soils are sandy and the area gets quite warm.

· There is still a lot of parral trellising (overhead) here due to the fact that the area is an old growing region, and the grapes need protection from sunburn.

· Has one of the longest growing seasons in Mendoza, and Bonarda loves a long season.

Laverde Rivadavia
· A small district located within Rivadavia, Mendoza
· Dominio del Plata planted 6 hectares of Syrah here in 1985
Junin

· Another district in Eastern Mendoza, and home to the original Catena winery, Bodegas Esmeralda.
· Good for growing higher-yield varietals like Criolla and Bonarda, and sometimes Chardonnay
· Hot weather!
Other areas:
Salta Province – Cafayate

· 850 miles north of Mendoza

· Closer to equator and warmer, but also higher elevation (5,000+ feet)

· Best exposures are eastern to avoid excessive sun

· VERY sandy soils, they even have sandstorms some times in the summer in this area (Cafayate)

· Trellising tends to be parral for Torrontes to protect grapes from sunburn
